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11.  Much suspicion, too, is (as some think) cast up-
on the miraculous nature of the fire, etc., which put a
stop to Julian's attempt to rebuild the Temple at Jeru-
salem, by the possibility of referring it to the opera-
tion of chemical causes.

12.  Lastly, answers to prayer, however providential-,
are not miraculous; for in granting them, God acts
by means of, not out of, His usual system, making the
ordinary course of things subservient to a gracious
purpose.    Such events, then, instead of evidencing the
Divine approbation to a certain cause, must be proved
from the goodness of the cause  to  be what they
are interpreted to be.    Yet by supposed answers to
prayer, appeals to Heaven, pretended judgments, etc.,
enthusiasts in most ages have wished to sanction their
claims to divine inspiration.    By similar means the
pretensions of the Romish hierarchy have been sup-
ported.8

Here we close our remarks on the criterion of a
Miracle; which, it has been seen, is no one definite
peculiarity, applicable to all cases, but the combined
force of a number of varying circumstances deter-
mining our judgment in each particular instance. It
might even be said, that a determinate criterion is
almost inconceivable. For when once settled, it might

s [But not ultimately founded and Bested upon them, as has
been the way with enthusiasts.]